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                       Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 
 

                           The summer is upon us.  Children are free from school, graduates are 
                dreaming about what is next in their lives, some parents are wondering  

              about how to pay for college, while many are planning and/or enjoying 

vacations, and/or grandchildren.  For others it’s a time to enjoy the weather, being 
outside, planting gardens and being out later at night.  Whatever your course for  

the month let’s celebrate how good it is to be alive, to be on this beautiful God  
created earth and to be thankful for one another. 
 

I’d like to say THANK YOU to: 
 

• Those Confirmed: I’d like to thank each Confirmand for their participation, 

thoughtfulness and care in learning, and willingness to share so much with their 
Mentors.  The journey ahead is an amazing one as you evolve and grow in faith 

and life together with your First Pres. family.  There is no mission that is 
impossible.  Your mission is evolving as you journey with God in your hearts.  

• Mentors. . .those of you who trusted it would be ok to be Mentors for 5 months. 
Also, for letting us all know how meaningful it was for you and your wonderful 

declarations about your particular mentee at their confirmation. 
• Parents who’ve had the most important role and influence on their young person. 

With your support and emphasis on the importance of the confirmation process 

you have guided your children in the way of faith in Christ Jesus.  You were faithful 
in bringing your youth to Sunday sessions and often participating in the extra 

aspects of faith development (visits to a temple and mosque, and to community 
service projects).  

• Building & Grounds and all those who have been working tirelessly to take down 
a wall and improve the office area, put in doors and windows, and attend to the 

outside and inside maintenance of the property.  Note: July 17th the parking lot 
will be sealed. 

• The Deacons who provide refreshments of all kinds after worship services; and 
those of you who bake for them including special events. 

• Organizers and teams that produced picnics, fundraisers, and fundraising meals 
for the community at large.  Your tireless efforts have contributed to the quality of 

life at FPC. 
• All who volunteered for the Samaritan Center luncheon.  The turnout was 

impressive, and the people receiving the meal were most grateful. 

• The choir, musicians and director who have given so much to the weekly 
worship services lifting up our spirits and engaging us in the worship of God. 

                                                                                           (continue on p. 2) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:admin@presbville.com


V 

 

    

TIDINGS__________________________________________________________________________________July 2018 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pastor’s Corner continued 
 

• Christian Ed volunteers and committee members thoughtfully  
educating our young children and youth in the Way of Jesus.  You all  

have tried out new approaches and are expanding our efforts. 
• All who have covered the office faithfully each morning of the week  

while Nancy was recovering.  Some days were quiet, some crazy busy. . . 
and it has been especially a joy for me to have had some special time and  

conversation with each of you.   
 

 I encourage you to participate in the CAT Survey follow-up sessions and the after- 

worship video/discussion on the death penalty.  Venture out and give them your 
attention and participation.  You might be surprised by yourself and others. 
 

 May you all be blessed as you celebrate graduations and find joy and respite with 
family and friends this summer. 

                                                                                 In Gratitude, 

                                                          Monica  
 

 

 

 

 

                              Note the 
                        Following Items 
 

                                   We will have    

               separate July & August 

newsletter issues this summer.  There’s a lot 

happening at 1st Presbyterian! 
 
 

 Church office hours during July and August  

    will be 10 am-1 pm. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 Our June 10th picnic was a huge success!  The 

weather was perfect and attendance was large.  It 

was fun to see so many adults and children 

enjoying conversation, delicious food and all the 

theme baskets.  Thanks to everyone who helped 

organize this event.  Hope to see you at our picnic 

in September!  
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Session Highlights 

6-12-18 meeting 
 

1. The raffle baskets at the Moving Up Day 

 picnic on June 10th resulted in $368.  We will 

 include theme baskets at the Sept. 16th 

 picnic.  

2. Buildings & Grounds is researching the 

 purchase of a portable defibrillator. 

3. Our parking lot will be sealed and stiped on 

 July 17th. 
 

 
In case you did not know about 

InterFaith Works of CNY 
 

 InterFaith Works, through education, service 

and dialogue, affirms the dignity of each person 

and every faith community and works to create 

relationships and understanding among us.  The 

agency has served the Central New York 

Community for more than 40 years with programs 

that include the Center for New Americans, El-

Hindi Center for Dialogue, Senior Services' 

Companion Program and Interfaith Initiatives.  

 InterFaith Works of CNY, 1010 James St., 

Syracuse, NY  13203. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Doing nothing is hard. 

How do you know when you are finished? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://maps.google.com/?q=1010+James+St.+%0D%0A+Syracuse,+NY+13203&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=1010+James+St.+%0D%0A+Syracuse,+NY+13203&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=1010+James+St.+%0D%0A+Syracuse,+NY+13203&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=1010+James+St.+%0D%0A+Syracuse,+NY+13203&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=1010+James+St.+%0D%0A+Syracuse,+NY+13203&entry=gmail&source=g
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     catching up with      

          Christian Education  

  
 

 

  

 

Grades K-6     GODLY PLAY 

will take a break during the month of July.  The 

program resumes in August!  Mark it on your 

calendar as we can’t wait to resume the 

wandering! 
  

Grades 7-12    “Youth Group” 
 

 

Discussions will continue on July 1, 15, 29 and 

August 5 and will then not meet again until 

September.  Youth leave worship during 

 Passing of the Peace, meet in the Media Center  

and are done by 11 am. 

 

 

                               Adult Education 

                        July 15, 22 & 29 
 

  There will be a special showing of “Capital 

Punishment” with Sister Helen Prejean.  (It might 

be helpful if you watch “Dead Man Walking” prior 

to this in which Susan Sarandon plays Sr. 

Prejean.)  We will watch a 5-part video on what Sr. 

Prejean experienced working with men on death 

row.  You’ll hear about her life changing process as 

she struggled with her prejudices, faith and 

ultimately the importance of forgiveness.   

  Please join us following worship for the viewing 

and discussion in the Media Center of the 

education building across the parking lot.  Light 

refreshment is provided. 
 

 
 

Always put off until tomorrow  

what you shouldn’t do at all. 
 

 

 

 
 

             All women are welcome ! 
                 

    Bible Quest is a Bible study &  

    fellowship group that meets Friday 

    mornings in the Media Center at 10 am.  

                    Attend whenever you are able. 
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July Birthdays 

 
 

01 – Cathy Dickson  13 – Sophie Demer  
02 – Betty Naylor  16 – Barry Bullis 
        Kyle Pelcher  19 – Janice Bitz   
03 – Sean Durkin  20 – Aaron Bradshaw 
04 – Anna Demer  24 – Nancy Runyans 
05 – Ginny Swanson 29 – Lynette Durkin 
07 – James Pelcher  31 – Joan Kingsley-Piorun 

11 – Edie Hunter     Jeanne Le Porte    

    

 

          July Anniversaries 

 

01 – Jim & Theresa Demer   21 – Brian & Kathy 

04 – Bob & Janice Bitz                   Dickson 

05 – Kevin & Anthonia Todd   22 – Al & Barb          

08 – Sean & Lynette Durkin           Winegard 

16 – Roger & Lynn Pohl         25 – Barry & Alyce                  

                                               Bullis 

Add your or a loved one’s birthday or anniversary 

date to our list by contacting the church office.  
 
                                                    

 

 

Deposit Bottles, Empty Printer 

Cartridges AND Printers 

Keep’em Coming! 
 

 There are receptacles in the Education Center 

entryway for deposit containers and ink cartridges, 

which provide funds for the CE program and for 

our office supplies.  We also accept computer 

printers, which you can leave at the church office. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Here’s an idea to consider   
 

for those of you who have high blood pressure or 

are on the edge –  
 
 

 This is a recipe my mother used and was able 

to get off her medication (reducing over time after 

doctor check). 

Juice Recipe to lower Blood Pressure 

(need a real juicer) 
  

1 carrot with skin   ½ yellow beet with skin   

1 large leaf of kale (or spinach)  

1 green apple with skin  ½ cucumber with skin  
 

 

Sometimes add a little lemon to brighten it, but 

only a slice.  Have fun!!! 

                                                  - Monica 
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Rev. Monica Styron attended General Assembly in 

St. Louis, MO and is now visiting her family in 

Berkeley CA.  She returns on July 7th. 
 

For pastoral emergencies please contact Rev. 

Gerald Platz 315-652-1031 during that time. 

 
 

 

 

     
 
 

   Remember in Your Prayers 

         & Correspondence, 
 

            since our last newsletter   
 

 

 

 GRIEVING   

      

  Carl Slater (our previous custodian)  

   upon the June 11th death of his wife Mary  

 Dorothy Matteson & Joan Kingsley-Piorun &  

       Family upon the June 19th death of Dorothy’s  

       husband Sherley 
 

 ILLNESS / INJURY / SURGERY   

      

  Barbara Brodie, Alyce Bullis, Mimi Dundon,  

 Sean Ferguson, Nancy & Bob Lasher 

 AT CARE FACILITIES      
 

      Janice Bitz, Aaron Bradshaw, Louise Harkins,  

  Ruth Henderson, Betty Naylor, Beth Northrop, 

  Marion Sleight, Roger Todd 
 

  PLEASE ALSO INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING    

      RELATIVES & FRIENDS OF MEMBERS: 
 

     Michelle Brockman, Elizabeth Paige, John Prall, 
   

  SERVING IN THE MILITARY     

       Ethan Derr (Marines), Connor Murphy (Navy) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 Sanctuary Flowers  
 

             If you have garden flowers and wish to 

   provide a bouquet for the sanctuary on 

a Sunday morning this summer, contact Marylyn 

Jenkins to make arrangements. 

 During the year, you may choose a Sunday to 

provide flowers in honor or in memory of a loved 

one by signing the Floral Calendar located in the 

church kitchenette. 
 

 
 

 

 

Session  Elders 
 

 

Harry Boak      Jeanne Le Porte    Miranda Pennock 

Kathy Bowen      Luella Oakes             Margaret Sollish,             

                      Rush Pond                            Clerk  

          

 

 

        Change of Address     
 
        Ginny & Gerry Swanson 

                                  100 Hopfield Drive 

                                  Folsom, CA  95630 

 

                                  If needed, the church office 

can pro                       can provide you with their                       

                                  cell phone and email       

                                  information 
 

 

 

   7 pm Fri., July 20th 
 

 Start forming your team  

of a maximum of 6 to sit at one  

table. . .or come as an individual and become part 

of a team when you arrive!  This is for adults only.  

Food will be available as the night is a fundraiser 

for our church ministries and is sure to be a ton of 

fun! 
 

 

     CAT Survey Discussions 
 

   Session is sponsoring follow-up discussions of 

specific areas of focus that were a reflection from 

you.  Through the first Sunday in July, there is a 

sign-up board in the sanctuary.  Sign up for one or 

more of the primary topics found to be major 

priorities and/or needing attention in order for us 

to fulfill them.  We meet in the Media Center. 

   Join together for refreshments and discussion 

on the first floor of the education center.  Please 

come to one or more of the following groups: 

 

+ Sun., July 8th following worship with a light    

            lunch provided. 

 

Theme: How does our spiritual life address and         

            feed our mission and ministry work. 
 
 

+ Thurs., July 19th, 1 pm with light refreshments 

 

Theme: Serving or being served: What engages   

            and energizes you about our church?  
 
 

+ Tues., July 24th, 7 pm with light refreshments  

 

Theme: What does forward look like?  Reaching  

            outward. 
 

 

+ Thurs., July 26th, 7 pm with light refreshments  

 

Theme: Who is missing?  Flexibility for opening  

            new avenues to new people. 
 
 
 

 

 

Pray. . . but only on days ending in “y”. 
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Laura Alt graduated from C.W. Baker High 

School.  She will attend SUNY Brockport in the 
fall to study math.   Laura is the daughter of 
Leesa Hovey and the granddaughter of Carol 

& Pat Hovey.  

Carolyn Brussel is a graduate of C.W. 

Baker High School.  She received her 
confirmation at First Presbyterian Church and 

is a recipient of the Arlene & Elizabeth Walter 
Memorial Scholarship.  A member of the 
National Honor Society, she was co-captain of 

the girls’ varsity soccer team that won the 
state championship this past fall.  She was 

selected 1st team all-league, 1st   team all-CNY 
and was a 5th team all-state selection in her 
senior year.  Carolyn was also a 4-year 

member of the girls’ varsity basketball team, 
earning 2nd team all-league as a junior.  

Carolyn will attend St. Bonaventure University 
this fall to major in elementary education.  
She will also be playing soccer for the 

Bonnies.  Carolyn is the daughter of Andy and 
Lynn Brussel and the granddaughter of Peg 

and Bob Brussel.  
 

Anna Demer graduated from C.W. Baker 

High School.  In the fall, she will attend SUNY 
Geneseo.  At this point, she has not yet 

declared a major.  She will be a member of 
the school’s track team.  Anna is the daughter 
of Theresa & Jim Demer.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Alyssa Jenkins graduated from C.W. Baker 

High School in National Honor Society and will 

be majoring in Physical Education and 
Exercise Science at Onondaga Community 
College with hopes to then transfer to a        

4-year school.  “My eternal goal in life is to 
make other people happy. I will carry this with 

me to every classroom I enter and every job I 
take on.  Working in the nursery upstairs in 

the church has showed me new ways to view 
things.  Looking at obstacles the way a child 
does opens up a new perspective.  I would 

like to take the opportunity to thank the 
church for presenting me with the Arlene & 

Elizabeth Walter Memorial Scholarship.  I am 
incredibly thankful for this gift.  I hope to 
remain with the church the next 2 years while 

I further my education and continue to grow.”  
Alyssa is the daughter of Dale and Wendy 

Jenkins and the granddaughter of Mic and 
Marylyn Jenkins.   
 

Emily Soeder has earned a Bachelor of 

Science degree in Health Science from 

Nazareth College.  She continues at Nazareth 
for two more years to earn a Doctorate 

Degree in Physical Therapy.  She is the 
daughter of Beth & Mike Soeder and 
granddaughter of Lynn & Roger Pohl. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 You’ll find a TIME & TALENT SURVEY in this newsletter.  We want to know what you are 

interested in seeing done at church now and in the new year and what your interests might be.  We 

are also compiling an updated congregational phone directory, and your information will be helpful.  

 Place completed surveys in the offering plate, in the Time & Talent Box on the sanctuary piano or 

deliver or mail it to the church office.  Thank you!                                              - The Deacons 

                

                                                                                 - The Deacons 
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Plainville Folk Festival 
Sat., July 28th   12n-6pm 

 

 This is an afternoon of music, fun and food on 

the grounds of Plainville Church on Rt 370 in 

Plainville, NY.  There is no admission fee. 

 Our church will have our own booth along with 

several other community groups. 

 Local entertainment includes: 

 

12 n Steve Pfanenstiel - a guitar-playing folk  

  singer   

1 pm Joanne & Rob - guitarists & vocalists 

2 pm Frankie Diamond - singer of country, folk,  

  rock & blues 

3 pm Sweet Lou & Others - guitarists & vocalists 

4 pm Riverstone  - trio of singers with guitar, flute 

  & percussion 

5 pm Syracuse Small Pipe Society - an    

      alternative to Highland Bagpiping, this  

          group provides “old country” music from  

          uplifting to haunting 

 

 The entire festival is under tents, so, come rain 

or shine!  You may bring your own lawn chair.  

Food and beverages are available. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

  
 

                                       Friday 

                         August 10th  
 

for a special Fun Night  

at First Presbyterian !  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 CE Coordinator Karyn Cavallo shared a Godly 

Play story with the congregation during worship on 

Moving Up Day.  Godly Play will resume August 5th. 
 

 

   RAIN OR SHINE, 

 

 

        the church doors  
  are open for you 

            every Sunday –  
 
 

          all summer! 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Church Staff 
      Interim Pastor--------------------------The Rev. Monica Styron     
      CE Coordinator -------------------------------------Karyn Cavallo 
      Church Secretary-----------------------------------Nancy Landon  
      Clerk of Session----------------------------------Margaret Sollish 
      Deacon Co- Moderators-------------Bea Boak, Victor Jenkins  
      Director of Music & Choirs--------------------------Rheta Jenks 
      Organist------------------------------------------------Lee Johnston   
      Financial Secretary--------------------------------Nancy Dobbins 
      Treasurer---------------------------------------------Diana Anastas    
      Nursery School Director----------------------Jessica Newcomb  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

   

 
 

  

 


