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    Sister’s and Brother’s in Christ: 
 

  Through Holy Week, we remember that there are many little deaths in our daily lives. 
 For me, coming to the end of our journey together is what I call a ‘little death’. 
 

  As I think about my time with you ending next month, I can’t help but think about where 
 we were at the start and how far you all have come.  So much change has occurred over 
 this past year and a half in your individual lives as well as in the life of the church.  We’ve 
 honored several who have passed on, witnessed new life in process, celebrated those 
 who gave birth, baptized several babies, confirmed seven precious young people and 
 welcomed seven incredibly gifted adults as members.  We have worshipped together 
 celebrating what God has been nurturing in us and through us, lifting up our voices in 
 praise and thanksgiving.  And we’ve prayed together for all the hurts and brokenness in 
 our lives and in the world. 
 

  A tremendous amount of “doing” has gone on, most behind the scenes.  The leadership 
 of Session and committees has been diligent, thoughtful and responsible in  
 establishing new policies and procedures for the church.  This has entailed many  
 endless hours and months of working on establishing roles and 
 responsibilities, consulting professional (legal and polity) within our  
 denomination, and creating documents that protect, provide guidance, 
 and establish accountability in all the workings of the church.  
 Though to some this may sound tedious and perhaps boring, it 
 has been anything but that when people have put together their  
 ideas and their sense of what is just into the collective pot.  Each   
 policy or procedure makes up what we expect from one another as  
 part of the body of Christ, and we all depend on them to carry out our ministries and lean 
 on them in times of crisis.  These policies and procedures now revised or created anew 
 will give you, the congregation, the freedom to shift your focus and full attention to spiritual 
 growth, outreach and service to the community, all deepening your relationship with God 
 and mission.   
 

  The following is a list of what so many of you have been working on since I arrived 
 eighteen months ago.  A few policies are required by our denomination or by state law, 
 while others are necessitated by congregational life and mission.  The new policies in the 
 first section below each took their particular committee and Session most of a year to 
 finalize.  Some documents went through up to four drafts until people were satisfied.  All 
 acknowledge that even these policies and procedures are not in stone but are living,  
 breathing and changeable as new times and information necessitate further changes.  

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                         (continued on p. 2) 
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The Pastor’s Corner  continued 
 

Policies and Procedures: 
        - Child Protection Policy    - Wedding Planner       
        - Sexual Misconduct Policy         - Funeral & Wedding Brochures 
 

Existing Policies, Procedures, Forms were updated and revised: 
    - Employee Handbook      - Constitution and Bylaws 
    - Time & Talent       - CAT Survey 
     - Each Staff position now has an updated job description:  
        Church Secretary, Director of Choir and Music Coordinator,     
         CE Coordinator, and Sunday Nursery Coordinator.  
     - Variety of administrative forms. 
 

Each of the Committees have designated responsibilities in their particular Area of Ministry 
and each is fully functioning.   
 Worship & Music (includes Floral Committee and an added Liturgical Team), Personnel, 
 Fundraising & Stewardship, Building & Grounds, Christian Education   
Each is now on the Annual Schedule which designates the activities of the church and 
provides a structure for each committee to plan ahead.  This will help your new pastor know 
what is coming up on a month to month basis. 
 

Several Individuals have stepped up to attend to a particular need in the church, e.g., social 
media, technology upgrades in both the church and CE buildings, AND fundraising projects.  
 

Mission: The church became an official sponsor of the Eastern Farm Workers Association 
(EFWA) contributing to school supplies and participating in the annual tamale fundraising 
project.  Deacons took on the mission of the church and started several projects: Bee Full -
food for youth at the high school, Pillowcases for Golisano Children’s Hospital, the first 
monthly dinner next month on May 2 for those in the community that are food-challenged. 
 
  I could go on with more as you all have been incredible in your desire to make this 
church a lively, loving, and faith-filled congregation. 
 

  Since I’m not leaving until May 20, I still need to be saying goodbyes along the way.  
 

                                  Christ is Risen and we are alive, 

                            Pastor Monica 
 

    

          A reception will be held following Monica's last  

          worship service with us on May 19th.  We will have  
                 cake, coffee and punch to thank Monica for  everything 
     she has done for our church.  Please join us in the    
       Fellowship Hall to wish Monica the best in her next        
         adventure.  
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 We are well into Lent, and Easter will be here 

soon!  Our young people had the opportunity to 
join Liverpool First Presbyterian youth for worship.  
I look forward to many joint opportunities with 
them in the future! 
   

 GODLY PLAY AND INTERMEDIATE UPDATE!  

  

 We have continued to combine these 2 groups 

for the story.  Sometimes we divide into 2 smaller 
groups; sometimes we stay as one group.  The 
intermediate group has been collecting items for 
their “essentials” kits, which will be delivered to 
the rescue mission.  Do you have small toiletries at 
home that are accumulating . . . things like 
shampoos and soaps from hotels? . . .   toothpaste 
and brushes from the dentist?  We welcome those 
as contributions!  Thank you to everyone who has 
already donated!   
 We have been focusing a small part of each 
lesson on prayer.  Each Sunday, the youth are 
given the opportunity to share a prayer out loud if 
they wish.  They are learning about prayers and 
how we use prayers in our daily lives.  Hopefully, 
you have seen your child’s prayer box.  The youth 
were encouraged to not only decorate the prayer 
box but to put prayers to God in them.  They are 
being encouraged to add prayers to the box as 
well.   

 Tricia Adams shared her Resurrection Eggs and 
told the story of Holy Week.  The class then each 
made their own set of Resurrection Eggs.  Each 
egg contained a small item representing a piece of 
the story as well as a typed explanation of the 
item, in case they needed help remembering.  
Items included were things like a donkey, bottle 
they could fill with water, linen, coins, and dice.  
We also included a sample verse in the Bible that 
you could read as a family.  We hope you enjoyed 
the story that your children told you! 
 We will begin a Bible class with the youth after 
Easter.  This class will focus on how to use the 
bible and its composition.  Both the Intermediate 

and Godly Play groups will participate.  In June, we 
will have a celebration of all our youth.  If you 
have a high school or college graduate in your 
family, we would like to honor them as well!  We 
would like for them to forward a favorite photo 
they have of themselves for inclusion during the 
service.  If they can’t pick just one, send them all!  

They can be emailed to Lynda.barry2@gmail.com.  

 

 
  The senior high class will be finishing their 
video series soon, and we are exploring some new 
ideas for this group!  Stay tuned for the unveiling!!   
 Warm weather will be here soon!  Thank you 
for sharing your children with us!   
                                                   - Lynda Barry 
 

-   -   -   -   -   -   - 
 

 

Adult Education 

continues on Sundays following worship 
(Bring your refreshments from the coffee/ 

fellowship time to the Media Center.) 
and 

Monday evenings at 7pm 
(meet in the Choir Room) 

plus 

Bible Quest 
a women’s Bible study & fellowship group that 

meets September through June on 
Fridays at 10 am in the Media Center. 

 

 

 

 

  -  -   -   -   -   -   - 
 

Sessions are independent.  Come as often as 
you are able.  You are always welcome! 

 
 

Please call 315-635-9964 if you have questions  
or would like further information. 

 

 
                                                        
 

 

     Presbyterian  

Nursery School News 
 
 Spring is an exciting time at  

nursery school. We have a chance to watch and 
learn about the changes that occur around us 
during this season. The children get very excited 
to be able to use the playground again, after 
playing in the gym all through the winter months.  
 This year the hanging basket sale will take 
place on Sunday, May 12th, here on the church 

lawn from 9 am-1 pm.  As in years past, David 
Jenkins will be our supplier.  All proceeds from this 
sale go directly to the PNS Scholarship Fund.  
Thank you in advance for your support of this PNS 
fundraiser. We hope you will be thrilled with the 
variety, size and color of the beautiful hanging 
baskets that will be offered in the sale                                                 
                                     - Jessica Newcomb, PNS Director 
 

 

from  our  

   Christian Education Coordinator  
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Volunteer Women of the Year 
 
 

                                                      GWEN VANDERVEER 
 

       Gwen will be honored at a 
      dinner on Sat., April 13th.  It  
                               is wonderful to know Gwen is  
                               recognized for her many  
                               hours of helping and caring  
                               for others.  If you want to  
                               attend the dinner to honor  

                               Gwen, call the Volunteer  
                                Center asap at  
315-638-0251 for tickets to the 5 pm celebration 
and dinner.  

Baldwinsville’s answer to Mother Theresa ! 
 
 

 

 

 

  

We cannot cure the world of sorrows,  

But we can choose to live in joy. 
 

 
 

 

  APRIL Committee Meetings 
 

Community Dinner Mon. the 1st    7:00 pm 
Deacons    Thurs. the 10th       7:00 pm 
Personnel     Tues. the 2nd    1:30 pm 
PNC     each Tues. & Thurs.  6:30 pm 
      (except April 16th) 

Session     Tues. the 19th     5:30 pm 
Worship & Music  Thurs. the 4th    1:30 pm 
 
 

 
 

April Birthdays
      

     

01 – Leesa Hovey   19 – Breanna Morton 
04 – Victor Jenkins  21 – Michael Soeder    
06 – Linda McMahon  22 – Robin Sandwick 

11 – Candace Edwards    Roger Todd 
13 – Matt McGivney   24 – Daniel Rabe  
14 – Rheta Jenks         Margaret Sollish   
15 – Marylyn Jenkins  26 – Roger Pohl 
18 – Ellie Lyness        Esther Rounds  
19 – Chuck Hunter  28 – Ralph Cowdery 
 

 

 

 

 

April Anniversaries
 

    Dan & Jodi Sheehan       April 10th  
   George & Margaret Sollish  April 27th  

 

 

 

 

 

Add your or a loved one’s birthday or anniversary 
date to our list by contacting the church office.  

 
 

 
 

 

   

   Remember in Your Prayers 
           & Correspondence, 
     

                  since our last newsletter   
 

 GRIEVING  

 Marylyn Jenkins & Family, upon  
     the loss of her cousin Wayne Fuller 
 

 ILLNESS, RECOVERING FOLLOWING SURGERY   

      

  Sean Ferguson, Mary Hamilton, 
     Nancy & Bob Lasher, Roger & Lynn Pohl,  
     John Tulloch 

 AT CARE FACILITIES   
 

 Ruth Henderson,  Betty Naylor,  Beth Northrop, 
 Marion Sleight  
 

  PLEASE ALSO INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING    

      RELATIVES & FRIENDS OF MEMBERS: 
 

     Aaron Bradshaw, Elizabeth Paige, John Prall  
   

  SERVING IN THE MILITARY   
   

       Ethan Derr (Marines), Connor Murphy (Navy) 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

       from the Floral Committee 
 

 Spring flowers are most welcome to us all, 
especially after a long winter!  The order form for 
Easter plants is included in this newsletter and 
Sunday bulletins.  Order deadline is Mon., April 
15th at 12 noon. 
 Everyone is welcome to join the committee and 
help prepare for Easter.  You can contact me for a 
special task or simply come to the sanctuary on 
Sat., April 20th at 10 am to decorate for Easter 
Sunday. 

 Remember to sign up on the Floral Calendar 
located in the church kitchenette if you wish to 
provide Sunday flowers (possibly flowers from your 
own garden) in the near future. 
 Share your floral ideas, flowers and/or time!  
Thank you for adding natural beauty to our church. 
                        - Marylyn Jenkins (315-635-7661) 
 

 

Session  Elders 
 
Tricia Adams     Linda McMahon    Miranda Pennock 
Harry Boak       Luella Oakes                    Margaret Sollish,             

Victor Jenkins   Rush Pond                           Clerk                                                           

Jeanne Le Porte                          Al Winegard                             
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Lenten Gatherings 
Pot Luck  &  Discussion  

 

 There’s 1 date left!  On April 13th, enjoy a 12 
noon brunch at Harry & Bea’s or at Lee & Marge’s* 
homes. 
  The Christian Education and the Worship & 
Music Committees will lead the discussions.  The 
topic is on the Bible and how it is interpreted over 
the centuries.   
 You will be sent a short reflection and scripture 

passage prior to your gathering as preparation. 
This is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy one 
another and share in the scriptures. 

 

* this location is able to provide an area for  
   children to play following the meal, during  
   the discussion time.   

 
 

 

Our Lenten Worship Schedule 
 

 Palm Sunday     April 14      10:00 am  

 Maundy Thursday  April 18        7:00 pm 

 Easter            April 21      10:00 am 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Friday Community Lenten Schedule 
 

 

1st United Methodist Church Chapel – 12:05 pm            
12:30 pm – Dining Hall 

 

(W) leading worship    (L) providing lunch 
 
 

4/5    (W)  Rev. William Mudge, United Methodist   
     (L)  United Methodist  

4/12  (W)  Rev. Mike Grinnals, Plainville UCC 
     (L)  Plainville UCC & Jacksonville CUMC   

4/19  (W)  GOOD FRIDAY   
    Attend wherever you choose.  
    

Each week there will be a container for  
canned goods and paper or soap products  

for the Food Panty. 
 

For further information, call 315-635-6188. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Board of Deacons        

 Bea Boak*             Heidi Henderson   Joanne Rodriguez       
 Marge Calkins         Pam Keckison     Nancy Runyans       
 Mark Chamberlin    Mary Anne Luke    Martha Stevens 
 Nate Durkin           Matt McGivney     Peggy Suddaby 
 Margaret Groman   Marty Pond*     Barbara Winegard 
 

                             * Co-Moderators 
 

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

          Community Dinner 
 

 A free Community Dinner will be  
held in our CE building on Thurs.,  

May 2.  A planning meeting took place  
in the Media Center on Mon., April 1st.     
 This dinner is designed for people from all 
walks of life: folks on a tight budget, seniors 
looking for socialization, families who might not 
otherwise have a nutritious hot meal, and people 

who simply enjoy church dinners!   
 The committee currently consists of Bea Boak, 
Nancy Runyans, Martha Stevens and Barb 
Winegard.  If you would like to help in any way, 
have questions or need more information, please 
contact one of these individuals.  Once the menu 
and logistics are determined, they'll be looking for 
volunteers and there will be a sign-up sheet in the 
sanctuary.      
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are not willing to risk the usual, 

you will have to settle for the ordinary. 
 
 

 

 

 

        Open Mic Night 
 

    Join us for another exciting Open Mic 

   Night at 7 pm, Fri., April 12th, in the 

church choir room.  (Use the church parking lot 
side entrance.)  
 Come play original music, covers of popular 
songs, instrumental tunes or recite poetry or share 
a few paragraphs from a favorite literary work (or 
your latest work in progress)! 
 Enjoy conversation with people of all ages over 

a cup of coffee or tea and snacks.  There is a 
suggested donation of $3 at the door, which helps 
support the church's mission, ministry and 
programs.  Hope to see you there!  

 

 

Our Vision Statement 
  

 We commit to be a church that fosters 

spiritual growth and biblical knowledge to 
fulfill God’s calling to be disciples of Christ.  

We will transform into a mission focused 

congregation.  
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Pillowcase Project 
 

 Work  
sessions took  
place in January  
and February to  
create our 2nd  
annual batch of 
pillowcases for 
Syracuse’s 

Golisano 
Children’s  
Hospital.    
  This project  
is spearheaded 
by "Griffin's Guardians", an organization which 
honors the life of Griffin Engle who died at age 7 of 
a rare aggressive brain cancer.  Their mission is to 
support kids with cancer and their families.  One of 
their many outreaches is to collect newly sewn 
pillowcases to comfort children during their 
hospital stay. 
 The colorful pillowcases will be on display 
during worship on April 14th (Palm Sunday) when a 

"blessing of the pillowcases" will be held.  A few 
people have expressed interest in buying 
pillowcases as gifts.  If you are interested, you can 
order one for $12.  For each pillowcase we sell, we 
can buy fabric to make 2 more for the hospital!  If 
you have kid-friendly fabric you would like to 
donate for our next round of pillowcases, please 
give it to Barb Winegard. 
 Many thanks to the Deacons who funded this 
undertaking and to the ladies who tirelessly 
pinned, sewed and ironed: Bea Boak, Peg Brussel, 
Marge Calkins, Beth Calnon, Doris Hildebrandt, 
Rita Hooper, Edie Hunter, Pam Keckison, Marty 
Pond, Nancy Runyans and Barb Winegard. 
 

 

New Leadership 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

          SANDWICH LUNCHEON 
                 follows worship Aril 14th  
 

 After taking a year off, our tradition of a Palm 
Sunday Fish Sandwich Luncheon continues.  Please 
join us after worship on April 14th for Haddock 
sandwiches, macaroni & cheese, Cole slaw, 
beverages and desserts.    
 If you would like, bring a dessert to share. 
 

 
 

 

 One Great Hour of  
Sharing is a long-standing 
ecumenical effort aimed at  
raising funds necessary to provide relief and 
reconstruction for communities in the aftermath of 
disaster. 

 OGHS makes a difference in the world through 
3 impactful programs – Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance (PDA), Presbyterian Hunger 
Program (PHP) and Self-Development of 
People (SDOP). 
 Please prayerfully consider how you might 

participate.  There is a donation envelope in this 
newsletter and available in the church sanctuary 
on Easter Sunday. 
 Check out presbyterianmission.org/special 
offerings and click on OGHS for more information.   
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Optimism is a strategy for making a better future.  

Because unless you believe that the future can be 

better, you are unlikely to step up and take 

responsibility for making it so. 
 
 

  
 
        Registration is now  
                                      taking place for this  
                                      summer camp in 
Cleveland, NY, which accommodates children ages 
6-17. 
 Check out their website at vk.org/wpsite for 
information about all their programs and facilities. 
Camperships are available ! 
 

 

   Keep saving empty printer  

cartridges & bringing them to  .                          
              us.  Thanks! 

 
Pastor Monica (L) met with Stacy Bautista (center) as 

she takes over Ben Lee’s (R) position with EFWA.  He 

moves to lead another EFWA group in New England. 

 


