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               Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 
 

 

Advent is the time when we, as Christians, prepare to remember the                     
Christ child as a babe in a manger.  Advent is also the time when people  

of faith are most at odds with the culture.  The church calls people to focus on getting 

ready to receive Christ into our hearts and the way we live our lives.  The culture, 

however, is already in a time of festivity, unable or unwilling to wait and contemplate 
and prepare for the real festival.  It is not easy to observe Advent without being 

pulled prematurely into Christmas.  It is a time of longing, not fulfillment; quiet 

reflection, not celebration. 
 
 

Surrounded by commercialism it is important that we find ways to center 

ourselves and listen to God, to one another, and to those in need of care and loving-

justice.  It’s important that each of us is intentional about our preparations, perhaps 

setting time aside each day to pray in our own way - read Advent devotionals, take 
walks to enjoy nature, have conversations with children and grandchildren about your 

faith in God’s love, or create special moments of preparation with family and friends.  

Perhaps too, we may look at all the requests for assistance and discern where we’d like 

to place our gifts.  “What you have done to the least of these you have done unto me.”  
This Advent we anticipate the birth of Christ in the ordinary not knowing what Christmas 

will bring. 
 

With every new anticipated birth there are fears and losses to   

  acknowledge in our preparations: things or ways we must let go of in order to  

  make room for what is coming, tears that must be shed to clear the way for  
  love and hope, or self-interest reshaped into self-giving.  It is also a time to  

  remember and appreciate the promises of God, God’s faithfulness sustaining  

  us through life’s challenges, the Spirit of comfort in times of sorrow, and the  

  teachings and love of Jesus for all humanity.     
 
 

By being watchful, faithful in our presence to God and others, and supportive in 

our actions, we can daily transform the darkness of our lives, our communities and the 

world into the light of that star that shone in Bethlehem centuries ago.  We too are 
called to change history, our history in this time and place. 

 

 

May the Bringer of the Light bless you and keep you this Advent and Christmas 
and keep blessing you throughout the coming year.  

 

 

                                                                                    Pastor Monica 
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Session Highlights 
 

11-7-17 meeting                    Al Winegard, Clerk 
 

1) The Oct. 31 Financial Report review revealed a  
  decrease in income with an increase in expenses. 

2) It was voted to renew the church’s membership     
  with the Baldwinsville Chamber of Commerce. 
3) It was agreed the loose change in the Oct. 29th   

  offering go to the Deacons.  This practice will be  

  discontinued as the Deacons now receive all of  

  the profits from the annual Harvest Ham Dinner.   

4) Over the last month and a half, Rev. Monica  

  has become acquainted with many members,  

  especially those who are unable to get to church 

  or who are in need of pastoral care.  

5) Dan Sheehan & Kevin Todd are performing  

  custodial responsibilities in Carl Slater’s absence. 

6) We are still trying to hire a responsible person     

  to clear sidewalks and steps this winter.   

7) A slate of candidates for Session & Deacons has  

  been established for presentation at the Dec. 3  

  congregational meeting elections. 

8) Sunday Christmas Eve services take place at  

  10 am & 5 pm & 9 pm.  An advertisement   

  promoting this will appear in the Dec. 13th  

  “Baldwinsville Messenger” and “Star Review” 

  covering Clay, Liverpool & North Syracuse.   

9) A Make-Your-Own-Sub Luncheon follows  

  worship on Dec. 10, along with the frosting of   

  cutout cookies and an Advent craft event.   

10) Session was introduced to a Congregational  

  Assessment Tool (CAT) survey to help determine  

  where the congregation is at present and to aid  

  in the search for our next pastor.  It was voted to  

  proceed with the survey and recommended that     

  Special Gifts be consulted regarding financing. 

11) Session directed by a vote that the remainder  

  of the funds from Jean Harshaw’s estate and sale  

  of Jean’s condo be turned over to the Endowment  

  Fund, to be overseen by the Special Gifts  

  Committee. 

12) The CE Committee is discussing a grade 7-12   

  program to begin in December.  Storytellers &  

  assistants are needed for the Godly Play  

  program.  Please contact Karyn if interested.  

13) It was approved for two additional Girl Scout  

  troops to meet in the Christian Education Center. 

14) Elder/Deacon training is tentatively scheduled  

  for Sat., Jan. 6. 

15) A Confirmation class is being formed.  To  

  date, there are four confirmed participants.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Church Growth.    
His company has worked with congregations, 

middle governing bodies and nonprofits to harness 
the power of organizational intelligence so that 

they can go further in leadership development and 
resource allocation than they have in the past.  It 
will also benchmark us nationally against other 
mainline Protestant congregations.  Specifically, 
the Congregational Assessment Tool will help our 
congregation:  
• Measure the level of satisfaction and energy in  

     the congregation. 
• Identify the critical success factors for    
     improving organizational climate. 
• Discover where members would like to go in  
     the future. 
• Gauge readiness for change. 
• Assist the Session in discerning resource     

allocation in this interim season. 
• Identify critical abilities and qualities needed in  

leadership for ministry expansion and 
evangelism. 

  Have clear, data-driven information for 
decision-making that will become the basis for 
our mission study and future. 

 

 

 

 

 

STAY TUNED ! 
 

 

 

As you know, our congregation is engaged in 
an interim season of deep learning, listening and 
attentiveness to the Spirit as we seek where God 
is leading us.  We have invited HOLY COW! 
Consulting to provide us with a survey and 
assessment.  Rev. Shannan Vance-Ocampo of 
SRVO Consulting will join us to interpret the 
results.  A key piece of learning about who we are 
is the Congregational Assessment Tool, fondly 
known as the CAT. 

  

What is the Congregational Assessment Tool 
(CAT)? 

The Congregational Assessment Tool is an 
instrument developed by HolyCow! Consulting, 

which is based in Ohio.  The founder of HolyCow! 
is Russ Crabtree, a PC(USA) clergyperson who 
went into organizational leadership many years 
ago.  Russ has written books like: A Fly in the 
Ointment: Why Denominations Aren’t Helping their 
Congregations and How They Can, OwlSight: 
Evidence-Based Discernment and the Promise of 

Organizational Intelligence for Ministry and 
Penguins in the Pews: Climate, Change and  

 

 

 

 

 

https://i0.wp.com/holycowconsulting.blog/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/cat-poster.jpg?ssl=1
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catching up with Christian Education  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

  

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Following worship on Sun., Nov. 5, we 
dedicated the Godly Play Center in memory of Jean 
Harshaw.  Jean, a long-time church member, 
spent a great deal of her life introducing youth to 
Christianity.  She was active at both the local and 

Presbytery levels, with the Korean Church in 
Syracuse and here in the Presbyterian Church of 
Baldwinsville, and with Refugee Resettlement. 
 Led by Rev. Monica and CE Coordinator Karyn 
Cavallo, we enjoyed refreshments, photos of and a 
video describing the program, and an opportunity 
to visit the Godly Play space. 

Godly Play continues in the Education Center 
on Sundays at 10 am for children ages K-6th grade. 
 
 
 

 

 

A friend is a gift you give yourself.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                   Confirmation 2018 

              Pizza Party Kick Off 
 

Friday January 19, 2017 

Christian Education Building 
Time TBD 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confirmands and Mentors 

get ready for some real fun! 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December Birthdays 
 

  

 01 – Emily Soeder  19 – Doris Hildebrandt 
 10 – Luella Oakes        Rush Pond 
 11 – Lily McCoy   20 – Joshua Prahl 
    Carson Oakes  27 – Jean Castro 
 13 – Leonard Houck  28 – Janne Murphy 
 15 – Bob Pelcher             Anthonia Todd 

 17 – Evan Murphy  30 – Alyce Bullis 
    Christine McGivney        
 

 December Anniversaries 
 

  

   13 – Nancy & Bob Lasher 
 

 

 

 

Add your or a loved one’s birthday or anniversary 
date to our list by contacting the church office. 

 
  

 

 

             Christmas Poinsettias 
 

    Order deadline for the enclosed form 
   is Mon., Dec. 11th.  Order a pink, a   
       white, or a marble (pink & white) 
poinsettia.  Take your plant after the Dec. 31st 
service, leave it for a shut-in or donate to the 
Floral Fund and have names listed in the Christmas 
bulletin.    

 Stop in the sanctuary at 9:30 am on Sat., Dec. 
16 to join the group and help with the decorations. 
 If you wish to provide a floral arrangement for 
any other Sunday morning worship service in 
memory of or to honor a loved one, check the 
Floral Calendar that hangs in the church 
kitchenette.  Sign up for any available Sunday and 

let Marylyn Jenkins, from the Floral Committee, 
know your preference. 

 

 

 

   

 

 

   SaveAround  

      Town    
 

SaveAround coupon books  
are now available from Al Winegard or the church 
office.  Each book is filled with a variety of money 
saving opportunities.  Coupons may be used from 
today through December 2018.  Books cost $25 
with a portion of that amount returned to the 
church.  They make great gifts and are available 
from other areas. 
 



 
    

TIDINGS_____________________________________________________________________________December 2017 

4 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 Look for an angel tree in either 
the Chancel Hall or the Education 
Center.  Take a gift tag from the 
tree and return the unwrapped 
gift to the tree by Sun., Dec. 17th. 
 All gifts will be delivered to  
very grateful local families.        
 

 
    Participating in the  
Christmas Joy Offering  

lives out this truth.  We  
give because God has  
freely given.  We give to  
support the needs of our  
church leaders - past,  
present and future, and  
God amplifies and  
extends those gifts  
through the ministry of  
those who benefit.  Those 

gifts of ministry extend and intensify as well, even 
as they "overflow" in thanksgiving to God, while 
the entirety of the impact bears witness to the 
whole church of God's grace - a truly indescribable 

gift.   
       By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you 
honor this gift by providing assistance to current 
and retired church workers in their time of need 
and developing our future leaders at Presbyterian-
related racial ethnic schools and colleges. 
   The Assistance Program of the Board of  
    Pensions    
    Racial Ethnic Schools and Colleges 
   Racial Ethnic Leadership Development 
 You’ll find an offering envelope in this 
newsletter.  We will dedicate the offering during 
worship on Sunday, Dec. 24. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Session  Elders 
 

 

 

Harry Boak       Marjorie Calkins    Rick Smith 
Kathy Bowen    Luella Oakes         Margaret Sollish
 Al Winegard, Clerk 
 

    The Session of the First Presbyterian Church, 

Baldwinsville, NY endorsed OVT10: On Responding 
to the Current Syrian Crisis.  Our Session is 
requesting the Cayuga-Syracuse Presbytery concur 
with the originator of the motion (the  Presbytery 
of Cascades).  If Presbytery approves, the motion 
will move to the General Assembly, for further 
deliberation and a vote. 

 
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  FROM THE MAILBOX  
 
 

Thank you for all of the cards, the calls, and 

the visits that helped the days go by much faster 
following my shoulder surgery. 
                                With appreciation, 
                                                   Esther Rounds 

 
Thankful for you. 
 Whether you spend today enjoying a traditional 
turkey or something else (vegan tofurkey? 
lasagna? tacos?), you deserve to enjoy yourself 
with family and friends. 
 Today and every day, patients around the 
country are thankful for potentially lifesaving 
donations of blood, platelets and plasma.  Thank 
you for taking the time to help others by being a 

dedicated blood drive partner.  We appreciate you 
and so do the thousands of patients who get to 
enjoy this holiday due to your generosity of spirit. 
Have a very happy Thanksgiving. 
                               Sincerely,  
                                              Your American Red 
 
 

               

                                       Remember in Your Prayers 

              & Correspondence, 
                          since our last newsletter – 

 

 

 

 GRIEVING        
 Lee Johnston, upon the death of his mother   

   Joy 
  Ron Pennock & Family, upon the death of his  
       grandfather Carl 

 

 

 ILLNESS / INJURY / SURGERY        

   Lynda Barry, Bob Brussel, Sean Ferguson,  
  Nancy & Bob Lasher, Sherley Matteson, 

      Lynn & Roger Pohl 

    

 AT CARE FACILITIES      

      Janice Bitz, Aaron Bradshaw, Louise Harkins,   
  Ruth Henderson, Betty Naylor, Beth Northrop, 
  Marion Sleight, Roger Todd 
 

 

  PLEASE ALSO INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING    

      RELATIVES & FRIENDS OF MEMBERS OF    
      OUR CONGREGATION: 
      Elizabeth Paige, John Prall                                   
 

 

 

  SERVING IN THE MILITARY     

       Ethan Derr (Marines), Connor Murphy (Navy) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=TLLu6932&id=FD297ED4258946EFE70B7BA1157F408494E366B8&thid=OIP.TLLu6932iV87kUqOguCo0AEsEs&mediaurl=http://clipart-library.com/images/6ir6zAd5T.png&exph=720&expw=720&q=angel+tree+clip+art&simid=608044092528722690&selectedIndex=87
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    ADVENT  AND    
      CHRISTMAS 

 

Dec.   3rd – Advent begins. 
 

 

 

 

Dec. 24th - Christmas Eve is on a Sunday                                          

                with 3 services planned: 

10:00 am  Worship  (Youth Program) 

  5:00 pm  Family service  (for all ages) 
  9:00 pm  Lessons & Carols  

                 (candlelight service) 
  
 

Dec. 31st - New Year’s Eve Morning 

  9:00 am  Continental/Coffee Cake    

                 Breakfast 
 (Bring your best coffee cake & recipe 

 to share in the Chancel Hall.) 

10:00 am  Worship service 
    Hymn Sing 
 
 

Funny how a dollar can look so big when you take it to 

church and so small when you take it to the store.                                                  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

               Paper, Deposit Bottles,  

        Empty Printer Cartridges 

                    Keep’em Coming! 
 

 NEW!  IF YOU ARE DISPOSING OF A 
COMPUTER PRINTER, BRING IT TO THE CHURCH 
OFFICE, AND WE WILL BE ABLE TO RECYCLE IT 
FOR CREDIT AT STAPLES.   
 There are receptacles in the Education Center 
entryway for deposit containers and cartridges, 
which provide funds for the CE program and for 

our office supplies. 
 Thank you to everyone who has dropped 
off items this year!    

 

  

 

 

Church Staff 
      Interim Pastor--------------------------The Rev. Monica Styron     
      CE coordinator --------------------------------------Karyn Cavallo 
      Church Secretary-----------------------------------Nancy Landon  
      Clerk of Session-----------------------------------Allen Winegard 
      Deacon Co- Moderators-------------Bea Boak, Victor Jenkins  
      Director of Music & Choirs--------------------------Rheta Jenks 
      Organist------------------------------------------------Lee Johnston   
      Financial Secretary--------------------------------Nancy Dobbins 
      Treasurer---------------------------------------------Diana Anastas    
      Nursery School Director----------------------Jessica Newcomb 

 

 
 

  

 

 

                      

        The Baldwinsville   
       Christmas Bureau seeks  
       to help more than 165  

      families this holiday 

season.  Sponsored by the Baldwinsville Volunteer 
Center, the Bureau is seeking donations of food, 
new toys, clothes, household items and gifts.  
Members of the community who are able to 
donate, can bring the donations to the donation 
center, located at the former Rite Aid store in the 
Tops Plaza on Downer Street until Dec. 16. 
 The donation center is open  

10 am - 4 pm   Mon., Wed. & Fri.  
10 am - 7 pm   Tues. & Thurs.  
10 am – 2 pm   Sat. 

 Monetary donations also make it possible for 
the bureau to purchase essential items such as 
winter coats and boots for the children.  Checks 
can be made payable to "BVC - Christmas Bureau" 
and mailed to the Baldwinsville Volunteer Center 
office at 44 Oswego Street, Baldwinsville, NY 
13027.  For more information, contact Lauri 
Bernstein at 727-5435. 

 

 

         ANNUAL REPORTS 
 

                   Chair a committee or group?  Your    
                   Annual Report is due in the church   
                   office no later than 4 pm on Tues., 
Jan. 9th.  This includes the Session Clerk, 
committee chairs, Deacon Moderators, staff, 
Treasurer and the Nursery School. 
 Reports are available in the sanctuary one 
week before the Sun., Jan. 28th annual meeting.  A 
computer friendly report is preferred.  Contact the 
office (315-635-9964) if you have any questions. 
                                                  - Nancy Landon  
 

 

Make-Your-Own-Sub Luncheon 
 

 Join us following worship on Dec. 10th for a 
make-your-own-submarine-sandwich luncheon.  
Simply bring your appetite and take advantage of 
a chance for some holiday fellowship.  

 
 

 

Board  of  Deacons      

 Bea Boak*             Mary Anne Luke    Marty Pond       
 Mark Chamberlin    Freida Mason     Joanne Rodriguez       
 Margaret Groman   Matt McGivney     Martha Stevens 
 Victor Jenkins*      Fred Miller     Peggy Suddaby 
 Jeanne Le Porte             Barbara Winegard 
                             * Co-Moderators 

http://bvillevolunteers.org/
http://bvillevolunteers.org/
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     The NEW Fireside Room       
  

 Thanks to the efforts of several individuals, the 
“Lounge” room (off of the Fellowship Hall) has 
been transformed!  During the 1950’s & 60’s this 
area was a lounge complete with sofa, end tables 
and lamps where many groups met to chat and 
relax.  Hence its name. 
 Since then, however, it continues to serve as a 
scout or nursery school activity room, meeting 
area, assembly line space or as a general work 

zone.  It’s cinder block walls and tile floor served 
as minimal décor for the fellowship time following 
worship or small lunches and meetings. 
 NOW, it has become a warmer, more 
welcoming area thanks to the artistic talent of 
Karyn Cavallo, the construction skills of Barb 
Winegard and the creative thinking of Rev. Monica.  
 There are still a few details to be added, but 
feel free to stop by the Center and check out the 
Fireside Room at your earliest convenience!  

  
 

     PROJECT  
   PILLOWCASE 
Seamstresses  
    Wanted ! 
 

 Do you know how  

to sew?   The Deacons 
are coordinating a project to make pillowcases for  
patients at Golisano Children’s Hospital.  We will 
gather in the Fireside Room on Wednesdays Jan. 
17 & 24 to pin, sew, iron, and enjoy one another’s 
company.  The Deacons have purchased fabric for 
100 pillowcases – brightly colored dinosaurs, 
ladybugs, pink cupcakes, frogs, fish, monkeys, 
baseball, flowers, SU, Thomas the Train, Mickey 
Mouse, Dr. Suess, and many more.  The fabrics 
are adorable and are sure to bring a smile to a 
child’s face.  The children pick their favorite 
pillowcase which they take home with them when 
they leave the hospital.  If you are interested in 

spending one or both evenings working with us, 
please contact Barb Winegard or Bea Boak.  
  
 

 

  

Value doesn’t come from the place we occupy.   

It comes from how we occupy that place.  

 

 

 

 

 

      
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving morning breakfast attendees gather around   
the Education Center’s new fireplace in the Fireside Room 

 

 
                                                       Luella Oakes with   
                                                      Presbytery’s new  
                                                         Stated Clerk  
                                                      Larry J. Beasley at 
                                                      the last Presbytery 
                                                             meeting. 

 

 

 

We are              ing for 
a camera tripod to use for videotaping events in 
the Education Center.  If you are able to donate 
one to the church, please contact the church office 
at your earliest convenience. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

Session has scheduled a brief 

Congregational Meeting for Dec 3rd 

immediately following the worship 

service for the purpose of electing 

Elders and Deacons. 
 

 

The entire church staff wishes  

  you & your loved ones a safe   

    & happy holiday season! 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 


