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             "For I know the plans I have for you," says the LORD. "They are plans                     
                            for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. - Jeremiah 29:11 

  
     Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 
 

As we put away our Christmas Trees and the warm celebrations of the season I was 

reminded by Sara Lishermess of a wonderful poem by Dr. Howard Thurman, an African-
American author, philosopher, theologian, educator, and civil rights leader: 

 

When the song of the angels is stilled,  
When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and princes are home,  
When the shepherds are back with their flock, 
The work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost, To heal the broken, To feed the hungry, 
To release the prisoner, To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among people, 
To make music in the heart. 

 

    To begin our month, we have a wonderful gift to hold in our hearts: Epiphany –  

a Christian festival held on Jan. 6th.  In the Western Church, it commemorates the manifestation 
(a new understanding) of the divine nature of Jesus to the Gentiles as represented by the Magi.  
For the Eastern Church, it is the manifestation of the divine nature of Jesus as the Christ through 

his baptism. 
 

    Throughout the five following Sundays prior to the beginning of Lent we lift up the many 

ways God has been, and still is, manifested in our lives.  Calling us to journey with the Spirit of 
God.  Epiphany enlivens our hopes, dreams, and desire to realize new beginnings.  As a 

congregation, during this interim time we have many opportunities for continued 
transformations.  You all have been so gracious and open to trying new things, be it ways of 
worshipping to new mission work.  Your excitement and willingness to stretch yourselves is 

inspiring. 
 

   In this new year, as part of the interim experience, we have many goals to live into. Your 

Session, Deacons, and committees will be leading the way in attending to organizational tasks 
and assisting in the expansion or development of mission and ministry in the larger community.  

We begin the process with CAT and a new Mission Project for critically ill children. 
 

          The CAT (congregational assessment tool) survey is the first step as part of the much 

longer process to developing a vision statement and will be a major factor in forming the mission 
of the church for years to come.  You don’t want to miss this opportunity.  I encourage you as 

members and participants in this body of Christ to fill out the survey.  Please begin with prayer 
for guidance from God.  As you answer the questions think not only about yourselves but also 
about the congregation and the future.  So please set aside some time in early February to take 

the survey (hardcopy or electronic). 
 

                                                                                                           (continue on page 2) 
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 The Pastor’s Corner continued 

 

 

        The mission project is with the Guardian Project that invites congregations to   
participate in the making of colorful pillow cases (with fun children’s designs) for children  

with critical illnesses at the Golisano Children’s Hospital in Syracuse.  No matter your  
sewing skill please join in the fellowship and making these pillow cases.  If you have a sewing 
machine and are willing to bring it, please do so.  Good scissors are helpful too.  See more 

information about it in this newsletter.  
 

May this truly be a Happy New Year for the church and for each of you. 
              Blissfully, 

                                                                                                   Pastor Monica 
 

 
 

 
 

Session Highlights 
 

12-12-17 meeting                   Al Winegard, Clerk 
 
 
 

1)  All cash money that is received at the 5 & 9 pm  

  Christmas Eve services will be placed in the  

  Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.   

2)  Rev. Monica is continuing home visitations to  

  members.  She is preparing for the upcoming  

  Confirmation Class which will have 5 participants.   

  Each member will receive a personalized CEB  

  Bible purchased by the Gary Suddaby Memorial  

  Fund.   

3)  The new Christian Education Center steps and  

  railings have been installed and are dedicated to  

  the memory of Lois Rhebergen. 

4)  There is still a desperate need to obtain a  

  reliable snow shoveler for our sidewalks and  

  steps this winter.  

5)  A new and more reliable telephone system is  

  expected to be installed in the near future.  

6)  The Buildings & Grounds Committee stressed  

  that changes to building spaces need approval  

  from the B&G Committee and Session before  

  initiation. 

7)  The two rest rooms in the back of the church  

  will be reversed in the near future to  

  accommodate more room for the women. 

8)  Rheta Jenks is recruiting liturgists for our  

  worship services. 

9)  It was reported that the “Godly Play” program  

  has been well received and the number of  

  children attending is increasing. 

10) The “Hanging of the Greens” to beautify our  

  sanctuary for the Advent season was attended by  

  about 35 people on Nov. 26.  A lunch of soup and  

  homemade bread followed.    

11) A Christian Education program is being  

  planned for youth in grades 6-12.   

12) Our annual “Souper Bowl” luncheon will take  

  place on Sun., Feb. 4. 

 

 

13) The current financial reports were reviewed,  

  and the budget for 2018 was approved.  

14) The ordination/installation of church officers  

  will occur during worship on Sun., Jan. 7.  A  

  training session for all current and newly elected  

  Elders and Deacons will be held Sat., Jan. 6 from  

  9 am to 12:15 pm. 

15) We hope to initiate the CAT (Congregational  

  Assessment Tool) survey by mid-January.  All  

  members of the congregation will be asked to  

  complete the survey.   
 

 

 

CONFIRMATION SESSIONS 
 

 IT’S ABOUT TO BEGIN!....on Jan., 19th for 

five youth from of the congregation, their parents 

and their mentors with a dinner and interactive 

orientation to the program.  The first Sunday 

session for the youth and their mentors is       

Jan., 21st. 

 We will use the Presbyterian Church USA 

curriculum including several additions to round out 

the experience for the Confirmand.  Two youth- 

selected mission projects and visits to other faith 

traditions will be included. 

 We hope you all will support this effort as it is a 

wonderful opportunity for us to share our faith, 

grow our young people in the faith, and strengthen 

the bonds within the congregation and community. 

 

  With joy and anticipation, 
 

 Rev. Monica Styron   Karyn Cavallo 

 Interim Pastor        Christian Education 

 
 
 

The most wonderlful places to be are in someone’s 

thoughts, someone’s prayers, and someone’s heart.                                                 
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     catching up with  

                Christian Education 
 

 

 

 

   

 

2018                                                     2018 
 

 

Get ready for an exciting time… 
In January we are going to be experiencing 

Jesus stories for the first time!  Each story 

builds on the last week. 

Come early, get signed in and “Get Ready” 

for our story. 

We will start promptly at 10:00 am. 

You won’t want to miss a thing! 
 

 
 

 

 

Although the world is full of suffering, 

 it is full also of the overcoming of it.   -Helen Keller           

 

 

 

                   Confirmation 2018 
              Pizza Party Kick Off 

 

Friday January 19, 2017 

Christian Education Building 
5:30 pm 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Confirmands and Mentors 

get ready for some real fun! 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

January Birthdays 
 

02 – Daniel Kot   14 – Beth Northrop   
07 – Beth Soeder   18 – Shane Adams 

08 – Lauren Benedetti 20 – Pam Loomis     

        Lynn Brussel  21 – Heather McCoy     

09 – Tricia Adams   30 – Roberta Roloff     

12 – Kathleen Prahl  31 – Barbara Church    

    Karyn Cavallo                 Lois Sollish   
 

 

Add your or a loved one’s birthday or anniversary 

date to our list by contacting the church office. 

 
 

 

Session  Elders 
 

 

Harry Boak      Jeanne Le Porte    Miranda Pennock 

Kathy Bowen      Luella Oakes             Margaret Sollish             

                      Rush Pond                             
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 Nursery School News 

 

It’s hard to believe the New  

Year is upon us already.  In our  

preschool world that means we will be         

working on nursery rhymes, colors, shapes, 

numbers and many, many other skills. 

The New Year also means we start looking 

ahead to the upcoming school year (2018-2019). 

We will begin registration for our 3 & 4-year-old 

classes this month.  If you know of anyone who 

might be interested, please have them call me 

(315-635-7391); and I’d be happy to discuss our 

program with them.  We are planning our Open 

House for Sat., Jan. 20th from 12-2 pm. 

 
 

                - Jessica Newcomb, PNS Director   

                  
 

 
 

 

YOUTH CHURCH SCHOOL 
Jr High & High School  

 

 
 

 A new Sunday School program is being 

established through the Christian Education 

Committee and the pastor: two Sundays per 

month will be devoted to the youth class.  In the 

first session, the youth and two leaders will watch 

one video lesson from DreamThinkBeDo 

(D.T.B.D.), followed by discussion.  In the second 

session, the youth will develop a mission project 

for that month that they either do on their own or 

involve the congregation.  

 Christian Education will be recruiting you and 

others from the membership to participate as 

leaders (2 needed) signing on for two Sundays 

of a particular month.  Look for the sign- 

up sheet after worship.  This is an  

adventure, and you’ll learn a lot too.   

Rick Smith and Jeanne Le Porte will  

lead the January lesson.  If you have  

questions please contact them or                   

Karyn Cavallo. 

 The description of the video series is described 

this way: Christianity has been expressed in 

countless ways over the centuries.  The 21st 

century is no different.  DreamThinkBeDo 

(D.T.B.D) is not about ‘what to believe.’  It’s not 

about projecting someone else’s ‘truth.’  It’s a 

springboard for conversation about what’s next for 

those who follow Jesus.  “Love God with all your 

heart, soul, strength, and mind” (Luke 10:27) is 

the place to start.  
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Our new 

fireplace 

in the 

Fireside Room 

was all set  

for 

Christmas. 

  

 

 

 

 

  FROM THE MAILBOX  
 
 

Bread  that your house will not know hunger. 
Salt  that life may always have flavor. 

Wine  that joy and prosperity reign forever. 
 

- It’s a Wonderful Life – 
 

            Best of the Holiday Season, 
                 from The Samaritan Center Family 

 
Thank you for renewing your membership in 

the Greater Baldwinsville Chamber of Commerce.  

We value our church and civic group members 

because together we build a strong community for 

all.         

          - MaryAnne Williams, Executive Director 
 
 

           

                                       Remember in Your Prayers 

               & Correspondence, 
                          since our last newsletter   

 

 

 

 

 ILLNESS / INJURY / SURGERY        
   Barbara Brodie, Bob Brussel, Sean Ferguson,  

  Nancy & Bob Lasher, Sherley Matteson, 

      Cathy Mocyk, Joan Kingsley Piorun,  

  Lynn & Roger Pohl  

    

 AT CARE FACILITIES      
      Janice Bitz, Aaron Bradshaw, Louise Harkins,   

  Ruth Henderson, Betty Naylor, Beth Northrop, 

  Marion Sleight, Roger Todd 
 

 

  PLEASE ALSO INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING    

      RELATIVES & FRIENDS OF MEMBERS OF    
      OUR CONGREGATION: 
      Lynda Barry, Grace Lord, Elizabeth Paige, 

  John Prall, Mary Slater                                   
 

 

 

  SERVING IN THE MILITARY     

       Ethan Derr (Marines), Connor Murphy (Navy)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Come & learn to make tamales! 
 

 
 
 
 

 Join us from 10 am-2 pm on Sat.,  

Feb. 3rd as we learn to make tamales at  

the First Unitarian Universalist Society, 

109 Waring Rd. in Syracuse. 

 Profits from the sale of the tamales  

help support EFWA’s Winter Survival Campaign, 

helping low-income individuals to pay utility bills, 

avoid shutoffs and to check on those who are 

homebound during the winter season. 

  Contact the church office if you are interested 

in joining the crew so that arrangements might be 

made to car pool. 

    

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

               Paper, Deposit Bottles,  
        Empty Printer Cartridges 
                    Keep’em Coming! 
 
 

 IF YOU ARE DISPOSING OF A 

COMPUTER PRINTER, BRING IT TO THE 
CHURCH OFFICE, AND WE WILL BE ABLE 

TO RECYCLE IT FOR CREDIT AT STAPLES. 

 There are receptacles in the Education Center 

entryway for deposit containers and cartridges, 

which provide funds for the CE program and for 

our office supplies. 

 Thank you to everyone who has dropped 

off items!    
 

 

 
 

 

Board  of  Deacons      

 Bea Boak*             Mary Anne Luke    Marty Pond       
 Mark Chamberlin    Freida Mason     Joanne Rodriguez       
 Margaret Groman   Matt McGivney     Martha Stevens 

 Victor Jenkins*      Fred Miller     Peggy Suddaby 
 Pam Keckison             Barbara Winegard 
                             * Co-Moderators 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Staff 
      Interim Pastor--------------------------The Rev. Monica Styron     
      CE Coordinator -------------------------------------Karyn Cavallo 
      Church Secretary-----------------------------------Nancy Landon  
      Clerk of Session----------------------------------Margaret Sollish 
      Deacon Co- Moderators-------------Bea Boak, Victor Jenkins  
      Director of Music & Choirs--------------------------Rheta Jenks 
      Organist------------------------------------------------Lee Johnston   
      Financial Secretary--------------------------------Nancy Dobbins 
      Treasurer---------------------------------------------Diana Anastas    
      Nursery School Director----------------------Jessica Newcomb  
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PROJECT PILLOWCASE 
 

SPONSORED 

BY DEACONS 
 

WHEN:  

  Wed., Jan. 17 

    at 10 am   AND  

  Thurs., Jan. 25 at 10am 

WHERE:  Fireside Room in the CE Center 

GOALS:   

✓  Donate pillowcases to young patients at the  

    Golisano Children’s Hospital in Syracuse  

✓  Bring people together in fellowship 
 

INTERESTED?  CAN YOU HELP? 

  We need sewers, scissors & scissors operators,      

  sewing machines & machine workers, ironing  

  boards, irons and ironers! 

PLEASE CALL: 

  Bea Boak          (315) 303-4833   or 

  Barb Winegard  (315) 635-7133  (after Jan. 12th) 
 

Project Pillowcase is part of Griffin’s Guardians, 

a non-profit whose main goal is to raise funds for 

and an awareness of childhood cancers.  The 

pillowcase idea is spearheaded by the grandmother 

of 7-year-old Griffin Eagle who lost a 13-month 

battle with brain cancer.  All pillowcases are given 

to children who are patients at Golisano to keep. 

The materials’ colorful designs and themes help 

bring some normalcy to each individual child’s life.    

  
 

 

  

You don’t need a reason to help people.  

 

 

 

 

           Many thanks to our 

          church family for your  

          support of the 2018 

Stewardship Campaign!  Financial funds are the 

bread and butter for Christian education, local and 

Presbyterian Church (USA) programs that provide 

assistance in times of need, church staff, and 

building maintenance.  
Your support is greatly appreciated!  

                    - Luella Oakes, Stewardship Chair 
 

 
All women are welcome ! 

                 

    Bible Quest is a Bible study &  

    fellowship group that resumes     

Feb. 2nd and will meet Friday mornings in the 

Media Center at 10 am.  

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

  Call to Meeting –  
 

      Notice is hereby given of a congregational    
  meeting of the First Presbyterian Church of  

  Baldwinsville, NY to be held in the sanctuary  

  January 28, 2018 immediately following  

  the 10 am service of worship for the  
  following purposes: 
 

1. to receive and approve the annual reports         
    of the Pastor, Clerk of Session,  

    committees, organizations and groups of  
    our church, and the reports of our Church  
    Treasurer and the Financial Secretary  

2. to elect one person to the Special Gifts        
    Committee 

3. to review current expenses and the budget  
    and approve Pastoral Compensation  

 

                    - by order of the Session   
                       Margaret Sollish, Clerk 
 
 
 

 

 

  
 

The 

Floral Committee 

 

 A very special “Thank you!” to  

all who participated in the Advent  

decorating this year.  

  
 

- to those who contributed flowers or monetary  

  donations in honor or in memory of loved ones 

- to those who participated in the decorating  

  during the season, joining others of all ages at  

  the “Hanging of the Greens” event as well with  

  other Floral Committee tasks. 

- to our church secretary for her clerical support. 
 

 

 Members of the community and the 

congregation often express positive remarks 

regarding the church’s architectural detail and the 

atmosphere we create in the church during the 

Advent season.  Thank you to all who are a part of 

making this happen.  

The Floral Calendar for 2018 is now posted in 

the church kitchenette.  Please note the dates 

requested for flowers and contact me if you should 

wish to provide Sunday flowers. 

 Thank you to the many individuals who have 

helped the committee during 2017. 

 

 

                        - Marylyn Jenkins (315-635-7661) 
 
 

 

 

 

tel:%28315%29%20303-4833
tel:%28315%29%20635-7133
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Send a Ray of Sunshine! 
   
 

 For some, winter may seem long and dreary.  

Several members and friends of our congregation 

are not able to be as active as they would like, 

now live further away from their friends and family 

or have moved to a new residence.  Others have 

an especially difficult time with this season of the 

year.  Still others or their loved ones are enduring 

chronic pain or a slow recuperation.   

 Brighten someone’s day.  Send a cheery 

greeting or make a phone call.  Make plans to stop 

for a visit - bring along a friend or family member. 

  Below are several names, with information to 

help you connect with each one.    
 REMEMBER, DON’T BE AFRAID TO GIVE SOME OF 

YOURSELF AWAY.  IT WILL ALL GROW BACK.  
                         

Janice Bitz, 7740 Meigs Road 

 Baldwinsville, NY  13027 

Aaron Bradshaw, 7740 Meigs Road, 

  Baldwinsville, NY  13027-9793  

Barbara Brodie, Elderwood at Liverpool,   

 4800 Bear Rd., Liverpool, NY  13088 

Louise Harkins, 2981 Town Center Road  E-4, 

   Baldwinsville, NY  13027-8120  

Ruth Henderson, 7740 Meigs Road, 

  Baldwinsville, NY  13027-9793  

Nancy & Bob Lasher, 6102 Deep Glade Drive,   

 Apt #102, Baldwinsville, NY  13027-6276 

 (315-638-2602)                  

Dorothy & Sherley Matteson, 2474 Virkler Trace 

 Baldwinsville, NY  13027  (315-635-3710)   

Betty Naylor, 7740 Meigs Road, 

   Baldwinsville, NY  13027-9793   

Beth Northrop, 7740 Meigs Road, 

   Baldwinsville, NY  13027-9793 

Roger & Lynn Pohl, 3080 Samantha Drive, 

 Baldwinsville, NY  13027  (315-638-0859)   

Marion Sleight, 7740 Meigs Road, 

  Baldwinsville, NY  13027-9793  

Roger Todd, 150 Old Liverpool Road  Apt. 100 

 Liverpool, NY  13057  (315-200-1226) 

Ed Uhrig, 291 Higgins Drive, 

 Baldwinsville, NY  13027-3001 (315-635-3401 

 

& PRAYERS FOR OUR COLLEGE STUDENTS: 

   Mark Anastas, Lauren Benedetti,  

   Michaela Karcher, Natalie Kot,   

   Mikaela McGivney, Evan Murphy, 

   Hannah Murphy, James Pelcher,   

  Kyle Pelcher, Mikaela McGivney,  

   Daniel Rabe, Ben Sheehan, Emily Soeder,  

   Mason Soeder   
 

 

SaveAround Town 

 

We still have a few SaveAround coupon books  

filled with a variety of money saving opportunities.  

Coupons may be used through December 2018 

and are available from Al Winegard or the church 

office.  Books cost $25 with a portion of that 

amount returned to the church.  They make great 

gifts and are available from other areas. 
 

 

       H.E.L.P.  Project 
 

Food pantries report that daily basic  

household supplies that we all use ever day - such 

as toilet paper, soap, shampoo, laundry detergent 

and baby diapers - are seldom donated and that 

they are receiving an increasing number of 

requests for these kinds of supplies.  Food stamps 

cannot be used to buy these items making it 

harder for families to replace them. 

The Baldwinsville Volunteer Center has 

established the H.E.L.P. Project to assist our local 

food pantry meet these essential items needs.  It 

is the BVC’s goal to enlist the help of area 

churches, booster clubs, businesses, student 

groups and service organizations to collect some of 

these essential supplies. 

Here is a list of suggested items to be donated 

to the pantry that is housed in Baldwinsville’s First 

United Methodist Church: 

shampoo/conditioner  toothpaste & brushes 

bar soap or body wash razors & shaving cream 

deodorant     lotion 

feminine hygiene products  toilet paper 

paper towels    garbage bags 

tissues & napkins   storage bags 

laundry soap & fabric softener dish soap 

all sorts of cleansers  sponges 

baby items: diapers, wipes, rash cream, shampoo,  

                  lotion  

Please consider donating an item or two and 

help out our community.  You may leave donations 

in the church Narthex or deliver them directly to 

the B-ville food pantry. 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Carrie at 315-382-6117.   
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

We don’t need to think less of ourselves,  

we need to think of ourselves less 

 
 

 

https://maps.google.com/?q=4800+Bear+Rd.+Liverpool+NY+13088&entry=gmail&source=g

